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TRAGIC Roommate said the 19-yr-old student
had been skipping classes for past three days

HT Correspondent

® htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH): Dinesh Ahlawat (19),
a first year chemical engineer-
ing student of Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Delhi,
allegedly committed suicide on
Thursday evening,

From Rohtak in Haryana,
Ahlawat was found hanging in
his hostel room at the Zanskar
Hostel wing of the institute.
“Dinesh Ahlawat committed sui-
cide by hanging himself from
the ceiling fan,” confirmed
Chhaya Sharma, DCP (south).

His famnily arrived at the insti-
tute after they were informed
about the incident. The family,
however, suspects foul play.

“His hands and feet were tied.
We used to speak to him every
day and there was no problem.
We suspect there could more

than what we are being told,”

said Kulvir Ahlawat, his uncle.

The boy was last seen at Ipm
at a tea stall near the hostel. “He
had not been attending classes
for the past three days. We
returned from class at 4pm and
found the room’s door locked
from inside. We knocked on it
and after receiving no response,
we peered in through the ven-
tilator and found him hanging
from the ceiling fan,” said one
of his roommates.

His roommates immediately
informed the authorities,
Ahlawat was rushed to a near-
by hospital, where doctors
declared him dead.

IIT officials claimed the body
was discovered at dpm on
Thursday. The police have been
questioning his roommates and
other acquaintances to estab-
lish the reason of suicide. “We

are probing all poss1ble angles,
including ragging,” said a police
officer. No suicide note hag heen
recovered with the body.

The suicide has come as a
shock to those who lmevgﬂ the boy
since his arrival at IT'T, 10 days
ago. “He had come to me to get
a doubt clarified on Wednesday.
His suicide has come as a shock.
We feel it could be an outcome
of intense stress,” said a second-
year student of chemical engi-
neering, IIT.

His friends, however, said
there was no academic pres-
sure.

“Dinesh was a very bright boy.
He scored 95% in his Class X1
exams and secured a rank of

" 1097 in his IIT entrance exam.

‘We have no reason to believe he
was under stress,” said his
friend, who had been with
Ahlawat in school and in IIT.

u The husiel at IIT-DeIhi from where a first-year student’s body was found hanging In his room an

Thursday.
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II'T student
found hanging in

hostel room

Dinesh Ahlawat was a 1st-year chemical
engineering student, police rule out ragging

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

AN 18-YEAR OLD, studying
chemical engineering at IIT
Delhi, committed suicide on
Thursday in his hostel room, po-
lice said,

After a preliminary investiga-
tion, police ruled out ragging as
the reason behind the suicide
and said Dinesh Ahlawat, a first
year student of chemical engi-
neeting, may have taken the ex-
treme step dué to “adjustment
problems and homesickness.”
No suicide note was found from
the room, police said,

“The boy belonged to Rohtak
and was found hanging in his
room in Zanskar hostel at 4 pm
on Thursday. His classmates said
he had not been attending classes
for the past three days. There
seems to have been some kind of
adjustment problem. We are
waiting for his parents to arrive
and they will tell us if the student
was suffering from any other
problem. So far, ragging does not
seem to be the reason,” said

Chhaya Sharma, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South).

The IIT academic session, 2011
had started last month. Authori-
ties at the institute said Ahlawat

. never showed any sign of being

upset and was cheerful.

“He had enjoyed with his
friends till last night and was seen
studying in the morning. How-
ever, he had not been attendmg
classes for the past few days. The
family has been informed about

_the incident and the boy’s father

said Dinesh was happy with Jife
in IT'T” said IIT Director, Suren-
dra Prasad. d

No foul play is being suspected
in the death. Police said Ahlawag
did not attend college. Friends no~
ticed him hanging from the fan af.
ter they broke open the ventllator
of his rcom.

A postmortem would be con-
ducted on Friday after the parents
arrive from Rohtak. “We spoke to
his friends and the security officer
inside the campus. No one con-
firmed ragging as a reason behind
the suicide. It seems he was feel-
ing homesick,” the officer said.

Ahlawat was found hanging at Zanskar hostel.  EXPREss ARCHIVE

!
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Suicide
at liIT-D

New Delhi: A 20-
year-old IIT-Delhi
student allegedly
committed sui-
cide on Wednes-
day afternoon in-
side the institute’s
premises. The de-
ceased, Dinesh
Ahlawat, was a
resident of Roh-
tak in Haryana
and was a first.
year chemical en-
gineering stu.-
dent.

“We received a
call around
5:30pm about the
incident. We
found the boy
hanging by a rope
from the fan. We
then sent his body
for post mortem,”
said a senior po-
lice officer.

The deceased
had joined IIT
around 20 days
back, when the
session com-
menced. Police
did not find any
suicide note. Cops
said that they are
questioning his
friends and other
hostel residentsto
find out the possi-
ble reason for the
suicide,

__________________________
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Student commits
‘suicide’ at IIT -

New Delhi: A shocking incident at
the Indian Institute of Technology
in the national Capital came to light
on Thursday evening. A first year
student, Dinesh Ahlawat, was
found hanging around 5:30 pm,
police sources said. “His {Ahlawat)
friends broke the ventilator to enter
his room as he did not respond to
their knocking on the door. They
found him hanging and entered the
room after which they informed the
police,” the sources added.
Eighteen-year-old Ahlawat was
a student of chemical enginesring
at lIT. He had not being attending
classes for the past two-three days.
The reason behind Ahlawat taking
the extreme step is yet to be
ascertained as no suicide note has
been recovered. “There is no
evidence o suggest that there was
. foul play. It appears to be a case of
suicide,” they added. “He was from
a small place and maybe he had
problems adjusting. We are still
investigating and | don't think it's a
case of ragging,” said DCP South,
Chhaya Sharma. The body has
been sent to AlIMS for post-
mortem. The boy's father Yahwir
Ahlawat will meet the police soon
to discuss the matter. SR

The Hindu ND
05/08/2011 P-12

IIT student
found hanging

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: A first year Indian
Institute of Technology-Del-
hi student allegedly hanged
himself in his hostel room in-
side the campus in South Del-
hi on Thursday. The police
have not come across any sui-
cide note.

The incident came to light
in the afternoon when Dinesh
Ahlawat, a chemical engi-
neering student, was found
hanging from the ceiling fan.
The institute authorities
were alerted, who subse-
quently informed the police.

“He hailed from Rohtak in
Haryana and had been stay-
ing in room No. ND-23 of
Zanskar Hostel inside the in-
stitute campus. Prelimin
investigation has not indicat-
ed ragging as a reason, but we
are probing all possibilities.

Statements of his hostel

mates and the authorities
concerned would also be re-
corded if necessary to ascer-
tain why he took the extreme
step,” said a police officer.

Page 3 of 9



The Tribune ND 05/08/2011

P-8

Education svstem needs

overhaul

HIS refers to the article, “Coach-

ing industry — A paralle! educa-

tion system” (July 27). To survive
in today’s cut-throat competition, coach-
ing has become a compulsion rather
than an option. Qur education system is
responsible for this. The present educa-
tion system does not allow us to prepare
for. competitive examinations. There
remains 4 huge gap between the level of
preparation for Board examinations and
competitive examinations,

No doubt, coaching institutes provide
relevant knowledge and expertise. But
schools can also recruit such experts.
Schools and colleges also can have per-
sonality development classes. If the gov-
ernment can introduce environment
studies as a subject in schools and col-
leges, why can’t logical reasoning and
aptitude be included?

Coaching is not bad. But it puts a heavy
burden of cost on students and their par-
ents. Therefore, the entire education sys-
tem needs an overhaul.

SHIRPA NAGRATH, Ambala

II

Vipul Grover’s article, “Coaching indus-
try — A parallel education system” (July
27), and Punam Soni’s article, “Students
need timely help” (July 27), are timely
and thought provoking. There is no
doubt that schools and colleges provide
basic education, but to succeed in

today’s cut-throat competition, strate-
gic inputs are required.

Coaching institutes, run by experts,
are in a better position to provide prop-
er guidance. But only children from rich
families can get the benefit of coaching
institutes. So, the education system
needs to be reformed. However, most of
these coaching institutions are doing a
great job in providing quality education
to their students.

ANJU D ANAND, Solan
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India ranked 6 globally in
materials science research

M. Somasekhar
Hyderabad, Aug. 4

From the Mehrauli Iron Pillar
near the Qutub Minar in Delhi
to the foundries of Bastar,
where the tribals sculpted figu-
rines from smelted iron and
brass hundreds of years ago,
metallurgy and materials sci-
ences has had a long tradition
in India.

Perhaps in keeping with

this, the finding by Thomson

Reuters that India occupies the
sixth position in terms of re-
search output in material sci-
ences, and is one of the leading
countries in the Asia Pacific re-
gion, comes as an encouraging
development.

According to the Thomson
Reuters Global Research re-
port: Materials Science and
Technology, China leads with
55, 003 scientific papers fol-
Iowed by the US (38,189); Ja-

pan  (25473), Germany
(16,832); South Korea (15,261)
and India (12,693).

Materials science and tech-
nology is a core area of re-
search for many economies

due to its potential contribu-
tions to manufacturing proc-
esses and innovative products,
and Asia, including India, is
leading in this area of research,
the report released recently
said.

The use and development of
materials has constituted a ma-
jor current in the history of
mankind. The history of tech-
nology is replete with impor-
tant examples of revolutionary
change brought on by the dis-
covery of new materials and
new uses for materials, Bronze
gave way to Iron, then to Steel
and arguably now to Silicon.

Will graphene replace sili-
con in electronics? Will cars be
fuelled by hydrogen stored in
metal-organic  frameworks
(MOFs)? Will stem cells grown
onnano-fibrous scaffolds make
organ replacement routine?
The fact that we can pose these
questions says something
about recent advances in mate-
rials science and technology,
the study says.

MOFs are porous crystalline
solids which can be shaped to

store gas like hydrogen, me-
thane ete. Their potential for
energy storage has generated
lots of excitement among
scientists.

IIT RANKED 20TH

Interestingly, the Indian Insti-
tute’s of Technology slammed
by Union Minister of Rural De-
velopment Jairam Ramesh
(himself an IITian), as doing
hardly any worthwhile re-
search, is placed 20% world-
wide in terms of institutions
ranked by citations in materials
science research,

These findings arebasedona
study of over 11,500 journals
and tracking of the growth of
materials science research out-
puts — substantive articles and
reviews over the three decades
from 1981

Materials science now ac-
counts for nearly 60,000 arti-
cles and reviews per year,
representing about 5 per centof
all such papers in the sciences
indexed in web of science, By
comparison, Chemistry repre-
sents 11.5 per cent, engineering

Page 5 of 9

and physics 9 per cent each.

The interesting areas of ma-
terials that are growing are
around the nano-science front,
which serves asthe bridging ar-
ea between physics and chem- -
istry. Other major research |
fronts close to materials are so-
lar cells, fuel cells and polymer-
isation, the study report said.

As suggested here, we may
now be entering a distinctly
new Age of Advanced
Materials,

ASIA TOFORE, US LAGS
Who will be in the vanguard of -
this change? Asian nations and
institutions are clearly focusing
their research efforts on new
materials. There does not ap-
pear to be a similar commit-
ment to this research on the
part of Europe and North
America — especially on the
part of the US which has seen
its world share of materials sci-
ences research papers not only
fall by halfin the last three dec-
adesbutactually decline inout-
put in the late 1990s and in the
early vears of the last decade,
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‘Two decades of PhD theses go digital in Delhi University

Database can be accessed by logging into library network

NANDINITHILAK

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

the times and make more re-

sources available online to
students, the Delhi University
Central library has digitised
8,300 PhD theses submitted by
scholars to its various depart-
ments from 1980 to0 2003. Any
DU student can now walk into
the central library and access this

IN AN effort to keep up with

e-database by logging into the li-

brary’s internal network

The theseswere digitised at the
end of a two-year project under-
takenby the library staff and
funded by a Rs 28 lakh grant from
the Delhi University. The central

library also has plans for to digi-
tise more theses in the second and
third phase of the project. The
second phase will cover theses
submitted to the University from
19220 1980, and the third phase
would cover those submitted post
2003, library officials said.

The Central library has also
digitised 14,388 copyright ex-
pired books from its collection,
including many rare volumes and
uploaded them online for public
use, Anyone can access theses
books from the University web-
site or at this link - <http:/li-
brary.du.ac.in/dspace>.

The books were digitised
through a project funded by Gov-
emnment of India’s Department

DATACOUNT

Number of new volumes (books ¥
and periodicals) added to the col-
lections of various University li-
braries in the last year

CENTRAL LIBRARY

7,253 VOLUMES

. RATAN TATA LIBRARY
1 080 VOl BMES
1,28 S

" CENTRAL SCIENCE LIBRARY
2,818 VOLUMES
SOUTH CAMPUS LIBRARY
2,686 VOLUMES

of Information Technology which
was launched in 2008 and com-
pleted in October 2010. A range
of books in all topics, including

)

literature, History and Science
are available in this collection.

The library also has on offer
more than 10,000 online journals
on awide range of subjects, all of
which can be accessed free of cost’
by students from the University '
network. They can also loginto
from their respective collegesor
from libraries in the University
campus, Library officials said that
aproject to enable students and
teachers to access these journals
from their homes by logging into
the University network will also
be completed soon. ,

This facility will be made avail- ;
able to teachers of Delhi Univer-
sity and later to all students, Cen-
tral library officialssaid. '
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